
On December 1, 1913, a low pressure system developed over northern Arizona.  
Over the next several days, this system strengthened and moved north, 
bringing an excessive amount of moisture to Colorado.  This became the 

greatest snowfall that parts of Colorado have ever seen. 

Location Total for 
December 

1-5  

Georgetown 86” 

Estes Park 53” 

Denver 45.7” 

Boulder 43.75” 

Ft. Collins 33.5” 

Colorado 
Springs 

24.4” 

A Record Snowfall! 

After the storm developed over 
Arizona, it moved north and 

intensified over Colorado.  The 
hatched areas in these maps 

indicate precipitation. 

The low pressure over Colorado 
with high pressure over Montana, 

increased upslope flow east of 
the Continental Divide.  Slow 
storm movement resulted in 
copious amounts of moisture 

moving from the Gulf of Mexico.   

The daily snowfall record for the state 
of Colorado was set in Georgetown in 

December 1913, with 63” of snow 
accumulating in 24 hours. 
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Map showing 18 stalled  
trains heading in  
and out of Denver 
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Streetcar buried by a 
mountain of snow History Colorado Museum 
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That Snow Storm/W. E. Heatley 
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Various transportation 
methods after the storm 
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Streetcar #83 
stalled by snow 
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Coal deliverers use their 
horses and carts to haul 

snow out of Denver 
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